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Read by the Sea was well attended this summer
with around 175 people taking part in the events.
The authors were all from the North Shore:
Jennifer Hatt, Harry Thurston, Dian Day, and
Camilla Thompson. The festival was dedicated to
Beulah Wright recently deceased, and a book
mark was created in her honour.

Read by the Sea
a success



Contact the Municipality of Pictou County 

Call UsPhysical Address Mailing Address

902-485-4311
902-752-1530

46 Municipal Drive
Pictou, N.S. 

B0K 1H0

P.O. Box 910
Pictou, N.S.

B0K 1H0

Office Hours

Monday - Friday
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

MOPC COUNCIL

DISTRICT 1 JOE MACDONALD
902-754-8422

JOE.MACDONALD@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 2 DEBORAH WADDEN

902-752-1303
DEBORAH.WADDEN@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 3 DARLA MACKEIL
 902-759-2792

DARLA.MACKEIL@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 4 RONALD BAILLIE

782-440-6716
RONALD.BAILLIE@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 5 WAYNE MURRAY
 902-485-9194

WAYNE.MURRAY@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 6 ROBERT PARKER

902-925-2240
ROBERT.PARKER@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 7 DONALD PARKER
 902-485-4724

DONALD.PARKER@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 8 LARRY TURNER

902-752-6741
LARRY.TURNER@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 9 PETER BOYLES
902- 759-7976

PETER.BOYLES@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 10 RANDY PALMER

902-922-2277
RANDY.PALMER@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 11 ANDY THOMPSON

902-754-0101
ANDY.THOMPSON@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 12 CHESTER DEWAR
 902-923-2931

CHESTER.DEWAR@MUNPICT.CA

Most roads in rural Pictou County are owned and
maintained by the Province of Nova Scotia. If you

have a road maintenance concern, you can
contact the Department of Transportation 

toll-free at 1-844-696-7737.

Did you know?

Please join us in congratulating our July Property of the Month
Winner, Agnes Murray! Agnes has a beautifully maintained property
in Bigney. The goal of the Property of the Month contest is to
celebrate the people in our community who put in the extra effort to
make their properties look tidy and beautiful. If you'd like to
nominate a property for the month of September, you can do so
online at: https://arcg.is/19Wu082

MOPC Property of the
Month winner chosen
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Pictou County’s own Sam Reid is headed to South Africa
this September after being selected to compete for Team
Canada at the 2026 FISU World Championship Rugby
Sevens.

The tournament, being held in Stellenbosch, South
Africa, will feature some of the world’s best university
rugby players.

Sam, who grew up in the River John area, said she is
grateful for the opportunity.

“It's a way I can travel the world but also play a game
that I really enjoy and love,” she said.

The team will leave for South Africa on Aug. 27, with
games running from Sept. 4 to Sept. 6.

Sam said she enjoys competing as part of a national
team, which gives her the opportunity to meet new
people, experience different styles of rugby and grow
her confidence.

She credits her experiences growing up in Pictou County
with helping her reach this stage. Sam played for
Northumberland Regional High School in Grades 10 and
11 before joining North Nova Education Centre in Grade
12. She said the strong competition at the high school
level in Pictou County helped prepare her for university-
level competition. She currently plays rugby for Acadia
University.

For young athletes in Pictou County, Sam has a simple
message: think big, regardless of where you come from.

“Even though you're from a small town in Pictou County,
it doesn't mean you can't make a national team and
travel across the world to play the game that you love,”
she said. “Just stick with your routine and stuff, and keep
developing your skills.”

Pictou County Athlete will
compete in South Africa

Sam Reid, who grew up playing rugby in Pictou
County and now plays for Acadia University will
be representing Canada at a tournament in South
Africa in September.

MOPC ALERT Scan the QR Code to sign up
for alerts from the MOPC

that matter to you!





Landfill
vouchers

Now available

Landfill Vouchers from the MOPC are available until Nov. 30, 2026.

Vouchers are given free of charge to people who own homes or cottages in rural
Pictou County. Vacant landowners, woodlot owners, etc., do not qualify for such

vouchers.

Vouchers can be picked up in person at the MOPC Admin Office between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. from May 1 to Nov. 30.

Staff will also mail them to those who request them during the availability period.

There was a great turnout for the
River John Festival Days
Warden's Tea, which included a
birthday celebration for Mabel
Zinck who turned 105! Councillor
Ron Baillie (left) and Warden
Robert Parker (right) presented
Mabel with a certificate from the
MOPC in recognition of this
milestone.

Birthday
milestone

https://www.facebook.com/riverjohn.festival.days?__cft__[0]=AZZSh76Qtd5sMt0Rf0QdBu9L32ivhPdAwBh2jQnKTYLuMUcYz1qlqpqqB3r8BNviBCJTByXtGXoKepFZCE0njZPclpllkJ8lJgQDRKaB5jfw5sYpIhsUpOL74TaHWBAOZPxfQxHPgWo7LQ5Ouqpk28L-Rcp-Rv_rsJNCqaXi8m6toA&__tn__=-]K-R


You can pay your property tax or water bills online through
your bank by following these instructions: 

To begin, you must have a separate payee for each: taxes and
water.

Each individual account number must be 
entered when making a payment. 

Property Taxes
Go to “Add Payee”

 Search “Pictou”
 Select “Pictou County Taxes”

 Add all 8 digits of your Municipal Account number

Water Utility
Go to “Add Payee”

 Search “Pictou”
 Select “Pictou County Water”

 Add all 8 digits of your Municipal Account number 

Visit our administration building Monday to Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to pay your bill in person. 

How to pay your taxes

To report a problem with a streetlight, please
call  902-485-1201 or email

outages@munpict.ca

If you have an MOPC public works emergency 
after hours, call 902-301-1825

How can we help?









IESO Nova Scotia is the province’s new independent, not-
for-profit energy system operator, established by
provincial law to oversee long-term electricity planning,
new resource procurement, and grid operations on behalf
of Nova Scotians. Our mandate is to deliver a secure
supply of electricity for Nova Scotians at the best possible
cost.

1. Opportunities for Local Businesses
IESO Nova Scotia is compiling a local business directory to
share with the successful proponent that will design,
build, own, and operate the proposed facilities. The
directory is intended to help familiarize the proponent
with the wide range of local businesses, services,
suppliers, and expertise available in the area, and to help
promote local economic participation wherever possible.

Businesses of all types and sizes are encouraged to
register, including contractors, trades, accommodations,
food services, transportation providers, retailers,
professional services, suppliers, and other local
businesses.

Take one minute to register your company on our
directory online at
ieso-ns.ca/businessregistration

2. Ongoing Assessments
Please be aware that over the coming weeks, project
personnel may be present at the Salt Springs and
Marshdale sites to conduct ongoing assessments and
evaluate site feasibility.

IESO Nova Scotia will continue to provide updates
whenever new information is available as project
development progresses.

3. FAQs
Q: Why place the Facilities in the proposed sites of
Marshdale and Salt Springs?

A: Site selection involved a multi-year assessment focused
on balancing electricity reliability, environmental
protection, community impact, and long-term cost to
Nova Scotians. Because these facilities require access to
both high-voltage transmission infrastructure and high-
capacity natural gas pipelines, there are very few viable
locations in the province. Potential sites were then
further screened to avoid or minimize environmental,
cultural, archaeological, and residential impacts, including
prioritizing locations with greater distance from nearby
homes wherever possible. 

UPDATES FROM IESO NOVA SCOTIA
Existing industrial and brownfield sites were also
considered, but were not feasible due to infrastructure
limitations that would require significant additional
upgrades, costs, and environmental disturbance. 

The proposed sites at Salt Springs and Marshdale were
identified as the most suitable options to support Nova
Scotians’ need for reliable electricity while minimizing
overall impacts and costs to electricity customers.

Q: If Nova Scotia is transitioning to clean energy, why is
natural gas still part of the plan?
A: While Nova Scotia is transitioning to cleaner energy
sources like wind and solar, the electricity system still
requires reliable backup power for times when renewable
generation is unavailable or unable to meet demand.
Fast-acting natural gas facilities have been identified as
the most cost-effective solution for customers to provide
a reliable supply of electricity to power our homes,
schools, hospitals, and businesses and support Nova
Scotia’s timely transition away from coal.

The proposed fast-acting generation facilities will enable
Nova Scotia to significantly reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions in two key ways:

Natural gas-fired generation produces approximately
55% fewer emissions per unit of electricity generated
than coal-fired generation.

In addition to emitting less overall, the proposed
facilities will only generate electricity precisely when
they are needed, which is anticipated to be less than
25% of the time.

These types of facilities are designed to ramp up quickly
when needed and power down when they are not. They
will only run when renewable sources can't meet
demand. This is something that the existing coal
generators cannot do. Instead, coal plants must be online
for several days, even if they are only needed for a few
hours within that time. 

By contrast, fast‑acting generators can respond in
minutes, reducing unnecessary emissions and allowing
more renewable energy to be used whenever it’s
available. 

Battery storage and renewable energy are both important
parts of Nova Scotia’s future electricity system, and IESO
Nova Scotia is continuing to expand these components.

Contributed by IESO
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