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Park Falls in MacPhersons Mills is a beautiful spot to visit anytime of the year. This
picture was taken after a snowfall on Jan. 20, 2026.
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As I put pen to paper (my preference
over a keyboard), January is about to go
out the back door, and February (snow
month) is here already. Many folks that
I talk to feel like we’ve already had our
share of storm days and freezing
temperatures. 

There is never a dull day at MOPC. We
are welcoming some new employees as 
others move on to new exciting challenges or the much-awaited
retirement. In other cases, we are expanding our services and
need people to deliver those services. Thank you to all who have
served residents of rural Pictou County for many years. 

Our MOPC Network is continuing to grow as we reach out to more
communities through our staff’s marketing efforts. By the end of
this year, we hope that 99% of our residents will be served by
MOPC internet, if they so wish, by fibre or wireless. 

Some really good news, we are putting up 4 new towers in West
Branch, Lansdowne, Anderson’s Mountain and Merigomish.  

These, along with our existing towers, will be equipped with a new
generation of wireless technology called Tarana. This technology
is a game-changer for our network. It is not bothered by trees or
hills blocking line of sight to the tower. It allows us to reach homes
that we couldn’t with the former technology, and with speeds
that couldn’t be dreamed of before with the old technology. Be
sure to contact our office if you have been told earlier that our
system couldn’t reach your home.

Our fire departments and our firefighters are an integral part of
many communities, or usually a group of communities. We (and
our fire departments) have been informed by the Province of
Nova Scotia that big changes are on the way in many aspects of
how these departments operate. This is a provincial initiative, but
it will have a big effect on our municipality and on all 18 fire
departments. Like all things, there is some good in it, but also
some difficult changes.

Another Provincial initiative that Council is watching closely is the
proposal to build two fast-acting natural gas generating stations in
rural Pictou County to replace coal generation across the province
by 2030. Residents close to the proposed sites in Salt Springs and
Marshdale are rightfully very concerned about everything from
water supply, stack emissions, noise, traffic and more. While the
Province is determined to move fast, as with the fire departments,
Council has a role to play to help residents get the protections
they need for their health, their property and their environment.

Be kind to your neighbours, those friends you haven’t met yet,
and especially be kind to yourself

Warden Robert Parker
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April 19  to 25  is National Volunteer Week. The Municipality of Pictou County takes this
time to recognize the outstanding contribution of volunteers to the vibrancy and growth of
our communities and rural lifestyle. Volunteers are special individuals who give freely of
their time, talents, and enthusiasm for the benefit of others. Their efforts help to support

many initiatives, services, events and programs and sustain us during times of crisis.

th th

If you know an outstanding volunteer in your community who has contributed significantly to
the residents of the Municipality of the County of Pictou, we encourage you to submit a

nomination form detailing their efforts.

The Municipality will select one nominee for official recognition as Volunteer of the Year, as
well as a Youth Volunteer of the Year. These volunteers will be honoured at our annual

Volunteer Awards Celebration in April.

The Nomination Form link can be found on our website, www.munpict.ca, in the featured
section and can be filled out online. If mailing a nomination, it should be addressed to the

undersigned and received on or before 4:30 p.m. on Friday, February 27, 2026.

Cindy Fraser, Recreation Coordinator
Municipality of the County of Pictou
PO Box 910 (46 Municipal Drive)

Pictou, NS, B0K 1H0 902-485-8528
cindy.fraser@munpict.ca

The deadline for nominations is 4:30 p.m. on  Friday, Feb. 27, 2026.

Contact the Municipality of Pictou County 

Call UsPhysical Address Mailing Address

902-485-4311
902-752-1530

46 Municipal Drive
Pictou, N.S. 

B0K 1H0

P.O. Box 910
Pictou, N.S
B0K 1H0

Office Hours

Monday - Friday
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

National Volunteer Week 2026 
April 19 to April 25

http://www.munpict.ca/


MOPC COUNCIL

DISTRICT 1 JOE MACDONALD
902-754-8422

JOE.MACDONALD@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 2 DEBORAH WADDEN

902-752-1303
DEBORAH.WADDEN@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 3 DARLA MACKEIL
 902-759-2792

DARLA.MACKEIL@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 4 RONALD BAILLIE

782-440-6716
RONALD.BAILLIE@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 5 WAYNE MURRAY
 902-485-9194

WAYNE.MURRAY@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 6 ROBERT PARKER

902-925-2240
ROBERT.PARKER@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 7 DONALD PARKER
 902-485-4724

DONALD.PARKER@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 8 LARRY TURNER

902-752-6741
LARRY.TURNER@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 9 PETER BOYLES
902- 759-7976

PETER.BOYLES@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 10 RANDY PALMER

902-922-2277
RANDY.PALMER@MUNPICT.CA
DISTRICT 11 ANDY THOMPSON

902-754-0101
ANDY.THOMPSON@MUNPICT.CA

DISTRICT 12 CHESTER DEWAR
 902-923-2931

CHESTER.DEWAR@MUNPICT.CA

 MOPC WEBSITE: 
WWW.MUNPICT.CA

To report a problem with a streetlight please call 
902-485-1201 or email outages@munpict.ca

If you have a MOPC public works emergency 
after hours, call 902-301-1825

The MOPC’s GeoHub is a great way for residents to find
out about our services such as building permits or to

submit a bylaw complaint. 
Check it out at https://mopc-pictoucounty.hub.arcgis.com

How can we help?

The Municipality of Pictou County's Low Income Tax
Exemption Application for 2026 is now available online

at: www.munpict.ca./council/grants-and-funding-
sources.

NOTE: The deadline to apply is March 31, 2026.
.

Low income tax exemption

Warden Robert Parker (left) presented Deputy Warden Wayne
Murray and Councillor Chester Dewar with plaques from the Nova
Scotia Federation of  Municipalities recognizing their years of
service. Murray has been a councillor for 35 years and Dewar has
been a councillor for 25 years. Councillor Andy Thompson (right) is
the Municipality of  Pictou County's NSFM board representative
and assisted with the presentation.

Marking milestones

mailto:don.butler@munpict.ca
mailto:don.butler@munpict.ca
mailto:deborah.wadden@munpict.ca
mailto:darla.mackeil@munpict.ca
mailto:mary.elliott@munpict.ca
mailto:mary.elliott@munpict.ca
mailto:wayne.murray@munpict.ca
mailto:robert.parker@munpict.ca
mailto:david.parker@munpict.ca
mailto:larry.turner@munpict.ca
mailto:peter.boyles@munpict.ca
mailto:randy.palmer@munpict.ca
mailto:andy.thompson@munpict.ca
mailto:chester.dewar@munpict.ca
http://www.munpict.ca/
https://munpict.ca/council/grants-and-funding-sources/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2chvRQHHp_osm2V03Icqp5E4sG6vq1RAnrehEsWGxQspq8RO3LS7UMWCU_aem_xuCFHkxFX6LvOhS3wOcSYA
https://munpict.ca/council/grants-and-funding-sources/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2chvRQHHp_osm2V03Icqp5E4sG6vq1RAnrehEsWGxQspq8RO3LS7UMWCU_aem_xuCFHkxFX6LvOhS3wOcSYA


Supplier Civic Address Area Served Phone Email

Alma Fire 80 Alma Loop, Alma Alma Area 902-759-4479 nedrawilson@eastlink.ca

Auto Trim & Sign 669 Pine Tree road,  Thorburn, NS  Pictou County 902-922-2915 design@atdnortheast.ca

Barney's River
Fire 13317 Highway 104, Pictou  County Pictou County 902-754-8422 barneysriverfire@gmail.com

Advocate Sign
Group 125 North Foord Street,  Stellarton Pictou County 902-752-2722 info@advocateprinting.com

Eureka Fire 5222 Stellarton Trafalgar Road, Eureka Pictou County 902-921-0884 cliffjardine@hotmail.com

Little Harbour
Fire

8328 Pictou Landing Road, Little
Harbour

Little Harbour
Area   firechief@lhfd.ca

Plymouth Fire 4667 E River East Side Road, Plymouth Plymouth Area 902-755-5441 livingstonerod6@gmail.com

Sketch-It Design 268 Munroe Avenue Ext. New Glasgow Pictou County 902-752-7446 sketchitsd@outlook.com

Thorburn Fire 738 Marsh Road, Thorburn Pictou County thorburnfiredept@gmail.com

Pictou County civic sign suppliers

Over the past year, the home energy efficiency market
has changed quickly. Major programs have closed or
shifted, rebates have filled up, and financing options
that many homeowners relied on are no longer
available. 

For many people, it has become harder to know what
incentives still exist, which upgrades make sense, and
where to start.

If this sounds familiar, the Switch MOPC program offers
a local solution for homeowners in the Municipality of
Pictou County. A key part of the program is access to
the Energy Concierge team, whose job is to help you
make sense of a changing and often confusing energy
efficiency landscape. 

You can call to speak directly with an Energy Concierge
who acts as a single point of contact, stays up to date
on available options, rebates, and program changes,
and provides unbiased guidance. They can help you
understand your home energy assessment, answer
tricky questions, and support you as you decide on
next steps.

Many homeowners wait to reach out because they feel
they need to have everything figured out first.

 In reality, the Energy Concierge team is there to help
early on, before decisions are locked in and upgrades
are completed. A short conversation at the beginning
can help set a clear picture moving forward.

Alongside this guidance, Switch MOPC also offers
municipal financing to cover upfront project costs for
your home energy upgrade. With the Canada Greener
Homes Loan no longer available, this option can be
discussed as part of your conversation with an Energy
Concierge to determine if it is right for your
circumstances.

In summary, if you are interested in upgrading your
home’s energy efficiency or simply looking for answers
to a few questions you have, the Switch MOPC program
is here to support you. You can reach the program at
(902) 601-1797, or by email at info@switchmopc.ca.

Navigating a changing energy efficiency
landscape  with Switch MOPC
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Most roads in rural Pictou County are owned and
maintained by the Province of Nova Scotia. If

you have a road maintenance concern, you can
contact the Department of Transportation 

toll-free at 1-844-696-7737.

Did you
know?

Municipal Grant applications are now available.
Municipal Grants are intended for non-profit sector
and charitable organizations that provide
community-based programs and services that
replace, supplement, or complement our municipal
mandate and benefit one or more council districts or
the entire municipality. 

Organizations looking for support from the
Municipality of Pictou County in the form of a
Municipal Grant have until Feb. 27, 2026 to submit a
grant application.  

Forms are available at
www.munpict.ca./council/grants-and-funding-
sources.

Grant application 
period opens

Hikers take part in an Active Pictou County hosted
hike on Fitzpatrick Mountain on Nov. 30, 2025.
Upcoming hikes include a 6 p.m. March 4 hike at
Acadia Park in Westville and 6 p.m. March 18 hike at
Roy’s Island Trail in Little Harbour. Follow Active
Pictou County on Facebook to stay up to date on all
upcoming hikes in our region. 
Photo by Issam Dahweir.
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Property values continue to rise
Property owners in Pictou County should soon
receive their 2026 Assessment Notices by mail.

Assessments are conducted annually by Property
Valuation Services Corporation (PVSC), the
province’s independent, municipally funded, not-
for-profit assessment authority. 

Values reflect market conditions as of Jan. 1,
2025, and the physical state of each property as of
Dec. 1, 2025, including any renovations or
demolitions.  The Municipality of Pictou County has
no influence over the process.

This year’s Assessment Roll for Nova Scotia reaches
$206.3 billion - a growth of 8% over last year.

In Pictou County, residential assessments grew
from $3,248,649,800 to $3,465,143,800.
Commercial assessments dropped from
$370,832,600 to $368,105,100. This brought the
total assessment roll to $3,833,248,900.

“The 2026 Roll reflects steady growth across
residential and commercial markets in Nova Scotia,”
says Charlene MacNeil, Director of Assessment. 

“Smaller, affordable options such as manufactured
homes remain strong, while industrial parks and
vacant land lead commercial growth. Apartments,
condominiums, and other multi-unit properties -
such as duplexes - are also experiencing notable
growth, driven by new construction provincewide.”

Residential up, commercial down in Pictou County

The Capped Assessment Program (CAP) rate is 2.6%, up from
1.5% last year. Approximately 72% of residential properties -
416,847 accounts - qualify for the CAP, which limits the amount
the taxable assessed value can increase year over year. 

PVSC representatives and assessors are 
available to answer property owner

questions at
1-800-380-7775 or inquiry@pvsc.ca. 

For more information, 
visit www.pvsc.ca.

Got questions?



MOPC ALERT

Scan the QR Code to sign up
for alerts from the MOPC

that matter to you!

KidSport Nova Scotia provides grants to kids from
families facing financial barriers to help cover the
costs of sport registration and equipment fees so
that all kids in Nova Scotia can experience the
benefits of sport. 

They provide grants up to $500 per year for eligible
families so ALL Kids Can Play!

To apply for a KidSport grant or learn more about
the program contact Cindy Fraser at
cindy.fraser@munpict.ca or phone 902-485-8528.

Friday Night Kitchen Party Is Back!
Great news! Our Friday Night Kitchen Party has returned
after the Christmas break. Join us every Friday evening
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for an evening filled with
music, laughter, and community spirit.

General Admission: $5.00
Musicians: Free admission
50/50 Draw: Held each week
Light Lunch Served

Everyone is welcome! Come enjoy tunes from
wonderfully talented local musicians and spend quality
time with friends and neighbors.

Monthly 50/50 Draw
Our monthly 50/50 draw continues the second
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Your support is
greatly appreciated and plays an important role in
helping keep our community hall thriving.

Cost to Play: $10.00
To Participate: Contact Morgan at 902-921-1118
E-Transfer Available

The draw is recorded live and posted on our Facebook
page.

Hall Rentals 
Looking for the perfect venue for your next event?
Hillside Hall is available for rentals of all sizes — from
small gatherings to larger celebrations. To inquire about
availability or booking details, please contact Morgan at
902-921-1118.

The Hillside Society is always looking for new
volunteers! If you have some time to give, we would
love to have you join our team. It’s a great way to
support your community.

Be sure to follow us on Facebook at “Hillside
Community Hall” for the latest updates, upcoming
events, and important announcements.

Lots happening at Hillside Community Hall

mailto:cindy.fraser@munpict.ca


Hi, I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season, and
I extend my best wishes for a happy, healthy, and
prosperous 2026. 

District 9 - Roads and Infrastructure Update 
The condition of many roads across District 9 is extremely
concerning. This ongoing winter weather of snow,
freezing rain and ice is making already poor road
conditions even worse. I understand the frustration,
safety concerns, and potential vehicle damage residents
are experiencing. Please know that I share your concerns
and frustration. The condition of our roads is not
acceptable, and it remains a top priority for me to
advocate for improvements.

I have requested a meeting with our Pictou East MLA,
Tim Houston, many times. While I have received a
written response outlining general road improvement
plans, I am still awaiting confirmation of a date and time
for an in-person meeting to further address these issues. 
Because most rural roads fall under provincial
jurisdiction, meeting with our MLA and the Department
of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal is necessary
to push for meaningful action. I have now been waiting
over a year for clear answers and some progress to take
place.

At present, I am actively advocating for grading,
gravelling, pothole repairs and ditching on District 9’s
unpaved roads. Improving safety and road conditions
remains a priority, and I will continue to press for action. I
will keep residents informed of what I learn. If you are
experiencing road-related issues, please contact me
directly. I will do my best to assist and ensure your
concerns are brought forward.

Municipal Grant Applications for the 2026/27 fiscal
period are now available. Completed applications must
be submitted no later than February 27 to allow time for
review and assessment in preparation for the 2026/27
General Operating Budget.

This process helps ensure that sufficient funding is
allocated for community grant purposes. For more
information or assistance, please contact: Sueann
Musick, Director of Corporate Services, Municipality of
the County of Pictou at 902-485-2238 or email -
sueann.musick@munpict.ca
2256.

Our Rural Internet Project is progressing well and should
be available to all of District 9 by mid-summer. Rural
Internet Project information changes rapidly. The best
place to keep up to date is at www.mopcnetwork.ca.

For general information, contact them at
info@mopcnetwork.ca or by phoning toll-free 1-833-
727-2256-

2026 Property Assessment Notices
Property owners have now received their 2026
Property Assessment Notices. Under the Nova Scotia
Assessment Act, properties are classified as residential,
resource, or commercial based on their current use or
intended use. 

If you have questions about your assessment or believe
there may be an error, you are encouraged to contact
Property Valuation Services Corporation (PVSC) for
more information. 

Assessors are available to discuss assessments, answer
questions, and explain how your property value was
determined. For assistance, please contact:
www.pvsc.ca or phone 1-800-380-7775 or
inquiry@pvsc.ca

Thank you
On behalf of District 9, I would like to extend a sincere
thank you to the Linacy Firefighters, the Women’s
Auxiliary, and their families for their outstanding
volunteer service to our community. Your dedication
and selfless commitment make a meaningful difference
each and every day.

May the year ahead bring safe responses and continued
success as you continue to educate and protect our
community. Your efforts do not go unnoticed, and we
are truly grateful for everything you do.

I also encourage everyone to show their support for the
Linacy Fire Department by participating in the Nova
Scotia Firefighters Weekly 50/50 Draw. Every ticket
purchased helps support our firefighters and the vital
work they do to keep our communities safe.

I encourage you to reach out to me at any time with
your municipal suggestions and concerns. I value your
input, as it helps to make decisions on your behalf
regarding municipal programs and services. 

Again, wishing everyone all the best for 2026, and I look
forward to continuing to work together.

Sincerely:
Peter Boyles
Councillor – District 9
Email: peter.boyles@munpict.ca
Phone- 902-759-7976

Community update from District 9
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Public engagement





The Municipality of the County of Pictou currently has vacancies for the following volunteer positions:
 

Accessibility Advisory Committee (8 positions)
Two-Year Term, April 1, 2026 – March 31, 2028

The Accessibility Advisory Committee provides advice to the municipal council on identifying, preventing, and eliminating
barriers to people with disabilities in municipal programs, services, initiatives and facilities. The committee plays a pivotal role
in helping the Municipality of Pictou County to become an accessible community that complies with Nova Scotia’s Act (2017).

At least half of the members of the advisory committee must have a disability or represent an organization that represents
people with disabilities. Disability includes a physical, mental, intellectual, learning, or sensory impairment— including an

episodic disability—that, in interaction with a barrier, hinders an individual’s full and effective participation in society.

Municipal Audit Committee (3 positions)
Two-Year Term, April 1, 2026 - March 31, 2028

The Committee is responsible for reviewing the qualifications, independence, quality of service and performance of External
Auditors, and to recommend to Council the appointment or discharge of External Auditors. The Committee is also responsible

for reviewing the financial statements of the Municipality, evaluating internal control systems and management letters and
carrying out all responsibilities as outlined in Section 44(2) of the Municipal Government Act. Applicants must demonstrate a

strong financial background and knowledge of accounting practices and audit routine. The Committee will meet 4 times
annually.

 
Climate Change Advisory Committee (1 position)

Two-Year term, April 1st, 2026 -March 31, 2028
The Committee is responsible for advising the Municipal Council, Administration & Consultant/Project Management Team on

specific matters as they pertain to the Municipality’s Climate Change Adaptation Plan by fostering and promoting
environmental and climate change awareness, partnerships within the community, and community engagement.

 
Hector Arena Commission Board of Directors (1 position)

Two-Year term, April 1st, 2026 - March 31, 2028
The Board is responsible for the management & operation of the Hector Arena.

              
Planning Advisory Committee (1 position)

Two Year term, April 1st, 2026 - March 31, 2028
The Committee is responsible for advising the Municipal Council respecting the preparation or amendment of planning

documents and planning matters generally.

Police Advisory Board (1 position)
Two-Year Term, April 1st, 2026 - March 31, 2028

The Board is responsible for providing advice to the Municipal Council in relation to the enforcement of law, the maintenance
of law and order and the prevention of crime in the Municipality. The Board does not have jurisdiction relating to complaints,

discipline, personnel conduct or the internal management of the RCMP. Successful applicants will be required to undergo
appropriate security clearances.

Riverton Guest Home Corporation Board of Directors (1 position)
Two Year term, April 1st, 2026 - March 31, 2028

The Board is responsible for the management & operation of Valley View Villa.
 

Residents of the Municipality interested in these positions should submit a letter of application electronically to
sueann.musick@munpict.ca no later than February 28th, 2026.  To be considered eligible for consideration, applicants must

be residents of the Municipality and must have lived in the Municipality for a minimum of six (6) months.  Applications should
include a brief biography which details any previous or related experience and skills that would be an asset to these positions,
and must supply three professional and/or volunteer-related references. These positions require a flexible work schedule to

accommodate daytime and/or evening meetings.

Citizen Appointments 2026-2028
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