
July 4, 2023 
 

        The Municipal Council for the Municipality of the County of Pictou met in the Council 
Chambers of the Municipal Administration Building by videoconference and 
teleconference on Tuesday, July 4, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
 
     Dist: 1 Clr. Don Butler 
    2 Clr. Deborah Wadden 
    3 Clr. Darla MacKeil 
    4 Clr. Mary Elliott 
    5 Deputy Warden Wayne Murray 
    6 Warden Robert Parker 
    7 Clr. David Parker 
    8 Clr. Larry Turner 
    9 Clr. Peter Boyles 
  10 Clr. Randy Palmer 
  11 Clr. Andy Thompson 
  12 Clr. Chester Dewar 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Brian Cullen, CAO, Municipal Clerk-Treasurer 
Karen Cornish, Deputy Municipal Treasurer 
Sueann Musick, Director of Corporate Services/Deputy Clerk 
Logan McDowell, Director of Public Works & Development 
Evan Hale, Director of Emergency Services 
Adam MacInnis, Communications Officer 
Shellie Pettipas, Administrative Assistant 

 
CALL TO ORDER & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
Warden Parker called the meeting to order and invited Councilors to pray or reflect, as 
may be their preference, to help Council focus and properly do the Municipality's work 
and remember our indigenous communities. He acknowledges that we are on the 
ancestral territorial lands of the Mi'kmaq people and would like to thank the Mi’kmaq 
people today for their ancestors sharing these precious lands with all our ancestors, 
whether they arrived here 400 years ago or four years ago. May we all live in peace and 
harmony together. 
 
AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Clr. Boyles and seconded by Clr. Parker that the agenda be approved 
as presented.                Motion Carried 
 



Clr. MacKeil made the following additions to the agenda: 
 

1. Northumberland Ferries Interruption to Services  
2. The Lack of Tourist Bureau Sites in Pictou West.  

 
Warden Parker requested that two additional items be added to the agenda: 
 

1. Anti Littering 
2. Federal Housing Initiative 

 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS 
 
There were no emergency resolutions brought forward. 
 
ERRORS AND OMISSIONS/CORRECTION OF MINUTES  
 
Warden Parker made a correction to the minutes of the meeting of June 5, 2023. Under 
the heading Municipal Affairs and Housing, the first paragraph addresses the Coastal 
Protection Act and should have been placed in the Ecology Action Plan section. 
 
The minutes of the June 5, 2023, Council Meeting were reviewed by the Municipal 
Council. The Warden proclaimed the meeting minutes of June 5, 2023, as the official 
record of the meeting. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
The MOPC presented Certificates of Recognition to GFL employees Matthew Deal, 
Jayden Stevens, and Jeff Wadden, whose actions saved a woman’s life in Bailey’s Brook 
on March 2, 2023. First responders say the actions of these men almost certainly saved 
her life. The Municipality of Pictou County thanks each of these men for their quick action 
and compassion.  

Clr. Butler presented the men with a token of appreciation from Karen, the woman they 
helped to rescue. Karen could not attend the Council meeting, so the gift was presented 
by Clr. Butler on her behalf.  

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
North Nova Education Centre sent a thank you letter for the bursary contribution from the 
County Council.  
 
 
RIVERVIEW HOME CORPORATION 
 
Clr. Parker said that in 2014, three people with disabilities took the Province of Nova 
Scotia to court regarding discrimination and were successful. A court-ordered remedy 



involves a five-year program to move all residents from institutions and the closure of 
those institutions. Each resident will be housed in the community in a group home. Clr. 
Parker said the clock on those five years started in June 2023.  
 
Riverview Adult Residential Centre, which has 33 residents, will be closed. The three 
group homes on site that currently house eight individuals must be changed to four 
individuals per home. The money currently allocated to Riverview Adult Residential 
Centre will be allocated to the individuals, and they will decide where they want to live 
and who they want to have as support personnel.  
 
Clr. Parker said there are roughly 50 individuals in need of homes. Some people have 
been moved into group homes in the last three years.   
 
Six municipalities own the building, and the mortgage is about $26 million. The building 
was renovated and could have other potential uses. Clr. Parker said this will be an 
ongoing process that will evolve over the next five years and is hopeful that residents can 
be moved out sooner than that, especially the residents that need more support.  
 
Warden Parker said that Council must be somewhat concerned with the other 
municipalities regarding the mortgage. Moving on to this matter sooner rather than later 
would be best.  
  
Clr. MacKeil asked what Riverview has heard from the families regarding how they feel 
about this arrangement. Clr. Parker said that this hasn’t been widespread to the families 
yet, and the families will have the right to bring their child home and manage their budgets. 
He expects there will be some foster families bringing residents into their homes, and this 
has been done in just about every province in Canada.  
 
VALLEY VIEW VILLA 
 
Clr. Butler read the report on behalf of the Board of Directors for River Guest Home 
Corporation. The audited statement from MacDonald & Murphy Inc for the year ended 
March 31, 2023, showed a positive surplus on the revenue and expenditure statement. 
The report shows a $545,511 surplus of retained earnings on the Statement of Changes 
in Net Assets. Clr. Butler noted that this is the first time in many years that there has been 
a surplus. 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
Warden Parker asked when the construction of the new unit is expected to start and if the 
location for the new facility is firm. Clr. Butler responded that the hope was to start turning 
the sod later this fall, and the location is still being deliberated over.  
 
Clr. Boyles followed up regarding the statement that Worker’s Compensation claims are 
down with this care facility. Clr. Boyles said that in every case in the last while for Valley 
View Villa, they get a letter from Worker’s Compensation stating that they can’t contact 
the employer. Clr. Boyles asked Clr. Butler to look further into that. Clr. Butler responded 
that would be looked into and then would get back to Clr. Boyles about this. 
 
 
SCOTSBURN MEETING REGARDING DANGEROUS OFFENDER 
 
Deputy Warden Murray attended a community meeting with RCMP at the Scotsburn Fire 
Hall regarding concerns from the residents following the release of a dangerous offender 
who has relocated to District 5. The Deputy Warden said that the meeting was very well 
attended. Deputy Warden Murray said that Scotsburn is a very active family community 
with a school, community centre, fire department, and trails. The residents have 
expressed concerns about using these facilities out of fear that their children may be in 
danger.  
 



It was moved by Deputy Warden Murray and seconded by Clr. Boyles to send a letter to 
the Department of Corrections and the Federal Justice Minister, David Lametti and Sean 
Fraser, Member of Parliament for Central Nova to ask what precautions are taken when 
a high-risk offender moves into an area and what supports are in place for the 
community's residents.          
                                                                                                                   Motion Carried 
 
 
 
2023/24 TAX RATE AND GENERAL OPERATING BUDGET  
 
Clr. MacKeil presented the following resolution to Council: 
 

 



 
 

Clr. MacKeil 
Deputy Warden Murray 

Motion Carried 
Nay Vote Clr. Wadden 

 
 
Clr. Wadden thanked staff for the enormous job done and the work put into the budget, 
but she still did not agree with taxation.  She said the hope is that the Municipal Council 
will develop a more appropriate means of helping these fire departments. 
 
Clr. Parker said he would support the budget but was concerned about the amount of 
money spent on water and sewer. He said about 3 million a year is taxed from the general 
public, but only about 1/3 of residents are getting service. He said 2/3 are subsidizing 
water and sewer expenses. We expect homeowners to cover the cost of the well and 
septic. But if the homeowner is in a municipally serviced area, they pay $2,500.00 upfront, 
and the county maintains that, and there is a significant imbalance. Clr. Parker said that 
in next year’s budget, it would be good to access a program that will help them address 
that. Clr. Parker also thanked staff for working hard to keep the budget in line.  
 
 







 
 
 
 



AREA RATE FOR STREETLIGHTS, HYDRANT AND SEWER 
 
Deputy Warden Murray presented the following resolution to Council: 
 

 
 
 
Clr. Boyles said he would not support this motion because of the fire hydrant fees. He 
said people in Hillside are being hit with this hydrant fee, and the fire departments don’t 
use these hydrants. 

Deputy Warden Murray 
Clr. Parker 

Motion Carried 
Nay Clr. Boyles 

 



WATER UTILITY 
 
Clr. Elliott presented the following resolution to Council: 
 
 

Clr. Elliott 
Clr. Parker 

Motion Carried 
 
 
FIRE AREA RATES 
 
Clr. Butler presented the following resolution to Council: 
 



 
 

Clr. Butler 
Clr. Boyles 

Motion Carried 
Nay Clr. Wadden 



NEW SCOTLAND BUSINESS PARK 
 
Clr. Palmer presented the following resolution to Council: 
 

 
 
 
 

Clr. Palmer 
Clr. Parker 

Motion Carried 
 
 
 



COUNCIL GRANTS 
 
Clr. Parker presented the following resolution to Council:  
 
 
 
 

 



Clr. Parker  
Clr. Elliott 

Motion Carried 
Nay Vote Clr. Thompson 

 
Warden Parker said that it was difficult for the committee to reduce requests from over 
one million dollars to about $500,000.00. The Warden said that not everybody that applied 
would receive funding, but in this group, many good things in the County are getting help 
from taxpayer money to keep things going.  
 
MUNICIPAL SERVICE GRANTS 
 
Clr. Elliott presented the following resolution to Council: 
 



 
 
 

Clr. Elliott 
Clr. Parker 

Motion Carried 
 
 
 
EAST PICTOU SCHOOL TENDER APPROVAL 
 
Clr. Thompson presented the following resolution to Council: 
 



 
 

Clr. Thompson 
Clr. Butler. 

Motion Carried 
Nay Votes 
Clr. Dewar 

Clr. MacKeil 
Clr. Boyles 
Clr. Elliott 

 
Clr. Dewar will be voting against this because the tender was not awarded to a local 
company. He is hopeful that some of the work will be passed on to those who live in 
Pictou County. Clr. Elliott and Clr. Boyles also stated they would not support this due to 
the same reasoning. Clr. MacKeil also stated the disappointment that this was not a local 



company and will not support this and said that preference should be given to local 
contractors moving forward.  
 
CAO said that once a Municipality puts out the tender for demolition and indicates to 
bidders what the situation is, they bid on specifications. Under contract law, you have 
asked them to submit bids, and the company has accepted the terms put out. Local 
preference is allowed within a threshold which is surpassed in this instance. Under 
provincial and federal law, preference is to be given to the lowest bid; otherwise, this could 
open Council up to litigation. 
 
Warden Parker said he understood councillors wanting to support local businesses and 
employees, but when running a fiscally responsible operation, $300,000 is a big 
difference. The Warden said that the dollar difference is too significant to try to find a way 
to work around it.  
 
 
EAST PICTOU SCHOOL LOAN AGREEMENT 
 
Clr. Parker presented the following resolution to Council:

 



 
Clr. Parker 
Clr. Elliott 

Motion Carried 
 
 

SALEM WATER TENDER APPROVAL 
 
Clr. MacKeil presented the following resolution to Council: 

 
Clr. MacKeil 

Deputy Warden Murray 
Motion Carried   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT 
 
Clr. Boyles presented the following resolution to Council: 
 

 
Clr. Boyles 
Clr. Dewar 

Motion Carried 
 
SHEEP VALUER APPOINTMENTS 
 
Clr. Wadden presented the following resolution to Council: 



Clr. Wadden 
Clr. Turner 

Motion Carried 
 
 
WATERSHED BOARD MEMBER REDUCTION 
 
Clr. Turner presented the following resolution to Council: 
 

 
Clr. Turner 

Clr. Wadden 
Motion Carried 

 
RURAL INTERNET PROJECT UPDATE 
 
CAO Cullen said the Nova Scotia Internet Trust Agreement between the Municipality and 
the Province is complete. The Province has agreed to contribute $10.6 million to the next. 
The Universal Broadband Project's final stages are being drafted and verified. All inputs 
from the Municipality and the design team are in; it is now a back-and-forth process.  
 
A map that shows the current construction status of the project was included. Currently 
Route 6 Sunrise Trail from Pictou to Toney River is under construction. From Pictou to 
Central West River and Central West River to Mt. Thom is fully operational. Central West 
River to Alma, as is Loch Broom, most of the fieldwork there is done. Alma to Central 



West River, the equipment on the network is ready, and Loch Broom Loop is being done 
this week. The following two areas will open up for customers.  
 
Warden Parker said that customer service for the project is very important as things move 
along. It is necessary to have people in place who can answer those questions. CAO 
Cullen said that a person will be in place soon.  It is also, hiring a second position on 
logistics that helps coordinate the installs.   
 
CAO Cullen stated that all towers are 99.9% complete. They are just waiting for the final 
sign-off on the towers, which will happen this week. The final report is to be received by 
July 15, 2023, for the federal funding that was received.  
 
Clr. Turner asked if there was any movement on cellular service.  
CAO said there is an initial discussion with carriers, and some are interested in the tower 
structures, but this is preliminary.   
 
FERRY SERVICE DISRUPTION 
 
Clr. MacKeil spoke regarding the Prince Edward Island to Caribou ferry service disruption. 
She said service is down to one ferry, and when it is not operational, there is no service.  
   
Clr. MacKeil stated that this is a vital tourist route for this area, a big issue for tourism and 
the movement of goods and services. Clr. MacKeil expressed the importance of this 
service to this county and the province. 
 
It was moved by Clr. MacKeil and seconded by Clr. Boyles to send a letter to Central 
Nova MP Sean Fraser and copy to the MLA and the Federal Transportation Minister 
stating that this is a necessary service for the area and asking if there are any plans to 
support this.  

Motion Carried 
 
 
LACK OF TOURIST BUREAU SITES IN PICTOU WEST 
 
Clr. MacKeil said that the lack of tourist bureau sites has come up from residents and has 
been brought up at the District 3 ratepayers meeting. There is currently no place where 
people can stop and ask for maps. They have been replaced by cell phones for some 
people but not for all. She said most people keep going, and as of recently, there is a 
visitor information booth at the Pictou County Wellness Centre, which doesn’t logistically 
make sense because it is so far away.   
 
It was moved by Clr. MacKeil and seconded by Clr. Dewar to write a letter to the Minister 
of Tourism, Pat Dunn and a copy sent to MLA Karla MacFarlane and MLA Tim Houston 
stating that something permanent needs to be done here to service the needs of people 
coming to the County.                                                                         Motion Carried 
 



ANTI-LITTERING 
 
Warden Parker said that money is being made available from Divert NS that could be 
used toward anti-littering efforts. The Warden said it is $3,500.00 that could be used for 
these efforts but there is a close deadline of July 17, 2023. The Warden said there have 
been phone calls over the past year with people asking what can be done. Warden Parker 
said the only restriction to this fund is that it has to be used based on the behavioural 
study done by Divert NS last year.  
 
Clr. MacKeil said that District 3 is interested in a fall clean-up, which would give people 
another opportunity to get rid of their trash responsibly.  
 
Warden Parker said to leave this with staff to apply for the money, and then The Warden, 
The CAO and the Deputy Warden all have a meeting scheduled.  
 
FEDERAL HOUSING INITIATIVE 
 
Warden Parker asked staff to look at The Housing Accelerator Fund information that was 
received from Sean Fraser's office. The deadline for this is August 18, 2023.  This 
program allows municipalities to work with the federal government to try to increase to 
100,000 new homes over the following number of years. The Warden asked if there are 
changes that can be made to the regulations to make it easier for people to build homes, 
and the Warden asked if this would apply to the project in Alma.  
 
  
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Deputy Warden Murray said the annual Scotsburn Fire Department Barbeque will be held 
on Wednesday, July 26, 2023, from 4:00-7:00 pm. This BBQ will be pre-orders only. The 
cost is $15.00 Adult. Tickets can be ordered online or in person at A & M Small Engines.  
 
Clr. Parkers said there will be a community fundraiser dance for Union Centre Community 
Hall on Saturday, August 5, 2023, 6:30 pm BBQ for families and a dance beginning at 
9:00 pm. This will be an opportunity to meet and greet many new members in the 
community and for people to get out to have a good time and drop a few dollars into a 
donation basket.  
 
Clr. MacKeil said that the Caribou District Fire Department will host their annual lobster 
dinner on Saturday, August 5, 2023, at 1:00 pm. The cost is $20.00 each, and this event 
will be take-out only. Preorders are now being taken and you can call or text 902-759-
0686 to place an order.  
 
Clr. Boyles said on Saturday, July 15, there will be BBQ, bake sale and yard sale at the 
Hillside Community Hall from 8:00 am – 2:00 pm.   
 



Warden parker said on Saturday, July 15, West River Fire Department will be hosting a 
family fun day at John’s Country Canteen. 
 
Warden Parker said on July 29, 2023, there will be a fun day at the Salem and Area 
Recreational Field. This event is meant to get people out in the nice weather in the 
summertime and to meet new neighbours. 
 
Clr. Elliott said from Thursday, July 6 until Saturday, July 8, 2023, River John will be 
hosting Read by the Sea. This will be held at the River John Legion if the weather is sunny 
and if rainy it will be moving to the fire hall.  
 
ADJOURN 
 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, the Warden declared the 
meeting adjourned at 9:41 pm. 
 

_____________________________ 
 

WARDEN 
 

_____________________________ 
 

MUNICIPAL CLERK 


