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A Message from the Warden 
 
It’s time to celebrate!  
Our rural Municipality of 
Pictou County will be 140 
years old on April 14, 
2019.   

It really doesn’t seem 
long ago, for some of us, 
that we are celebrating 
our 100th Anniversary.  
Any of Pictou County’s 
residents who are under 
50 years old probably 
would not remember 
that mementos occasion.  

Have things changed much over the last 40 years?  You want 
to believe they have! In 1979, the rural Municipality had its 
own school board and was busy building schools and 
installing portable classrooms to handle the flood of new 
students.  In 1982, one school board was instituted for all of 
Pictou County followed by the formation of a regional 
school board in 1996 and the total elimination of all English 
school boards in 2018.  

In 1979, the rural Municipality also had its own health board 
and played a major role in our County hospitals.  In 2019, 
our Council can only ask questions and send letters to the 
Nova Scotia Health Authority.  

Relationships with the provincial level of government and 
Municipalities still exist but have changed a lot since 1979.  
Two pieces of legislation brought about a lot of this change. 



One was the exchange of services in the early 90s that saw a 
province take over many people’s services like welfare and 
the Municipalities handled more property services.  This was 
about the time the County began 25 plus years of installing 
water and sewer lines in many of our more populated 
communities.   The other big piece of legislation that 
changed the “water on the beans” was the Municipal 
Government Act (MGA) which became law in 1998 and was 
the new set of rules for our Municipal Government to play 
under.  

And we are few, now 12 Councillors representing the same 
area and more population than 17 Councillors did 40 years 
ago.  

Certainly, a Councillor from 1979 sitting in on a 2019 Council 
Meeting would notice a huge change in the responsibilities 
and other topics of conversation.  

So why is it important that we celebrate 140 years?  I 
believe it is worth celebrating anniversaries and birthdays 
because it makes us realize how fortunate we are to have 
our own governing bodies and can make our own local, 
rural, decisions.  

Some of this autonomy disappears slowly over time, 
partially because we take for granted how good a system we 
have and only notice the difference when it’s gone.  

Please help your Council celebrate all the achievements and 
all the Councillors and Staff who have worked diligently to 
make our rural Municipality the governing body that it is 
today.  

Robert Parker, 
Warden of the Municipality of Pictou County  









The province agreed that vehicles could only be on 
highways Mondays and Fridays but the $25 fine or 30 days 
in jail for breaking the law did little deter motorists. By 1912 
it was forgotten. By the 1920s, the Province took full control 
of the roads and the highway paving began in 1934.  

After nearly 50 years of Municipal responsibility 
for roads, the Provincial government assumed full 
control of them in early 1920s.  Highway paving 
began in 1934. 

JUSTICE:  A County Jail was built in Pictou in 1890 at a cost 
of $10,660.  The County and Towns shared the expense and 
it remained in service until 1967.  

$1,236.09 – The bill for County jail prisoner’s 
board and bedding in 1915.  

FORENSIC HISTORY WAS MADE: The County appointed 
Deputy Sheriff W.H. Harris 2nd as Chief Constable of the 
County to investigate crime in 1929. Forensic history was 
made in 1930 when Harris investigated the break and enter 
a cottage in Black Point.  Harris and New Glasgow Police 
Chief James a Caldwell reproduced finger prints from a 
broken pane of glass which matched those of an accused 
man.  The Supreme Court accepted the finger print evidence 
and the accused was given a jail sentence.  This was the first 
successful employment of finger print evidence by the 
Crown in a criminal action in the province.  

The County jail was eventually closed due to deteriorating 
conditions and prisoners were sent to Truro.  However, in 
1979, the province was talking about the possibility of a 
regional jail.   In 2015, the North East Nova Scotia 
Correctional Facility in Priestville, Pictou County opened. 
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At around the same time formed an Economic Development 
Committee which, over time, worked towards the recently 
formed Regional Enterprise Network (REN) which is devoted 
to economic development and sustainability in the area.   

An Alternative Voting By-Law was passed, enabling an 
historic change in the way in which voters could cast their 
ballots.   

For the first time voters could vote by computer, 
telephone, or by traditional paper ballots.  Also, 
for the first-time voters could enjoy and extended 
early voting process (more commonly referred to 
as an Advance Poll).  The electronic voting option 
was used in both the Amalgamation Plebiscite and 
the Council Election and proved very popular. 

Current day Municipal Council is involved in several exciting 
initiatives.  The County continues its efforts to improve 
communications with its taxpayers with a revamping of its 
website and branching into the Facebook & Twitter worlds.  
We now have a Communications Officer on staff who is 
redesigning the newsletter.  Its Rural Internet & Cellular 
Project has it pursuing funding to improve connectivity and 
it is close to the development of a strategy that will redesign 
recreation initiatives in the future.   

Physician Recruitment & Retention Support continues to 
be of importance, as are efforts to see adequate mental 
health services in our region.  In the coming months, the 
County will be delving further into inter-municipal relations 
with its neighbouring towns, asset management, energy 
efficiency, grant allocation and municipal planning.  A great 
deal has been accomplished in the first 140 years, but there 
is still much to do on behalf of County residents. 



Staff of the Municipality of Pictou County  
 

Administrative and 
Recreation Staff include 
from the front, left:  Jane 
Johnson, Theresa Welsh, 
Rhiannon McNair and 
Karen Cornish. Back, left: 
Sueann Musick, Cindy 
Fraser, Angela Graham, 
Jennifer Boyce, Carolyn 
MacIntosh and Brian 
Cullen. 

 

Building Inspectors Mike 
MacKenzie, left, and 
Travis Spears.  

 

 

 

 

Public Works 
Department includes 
from the left: Kevin 
Burley, Richard Daley, 
Andy MacDonald, Ebon 
MacMillan, Dan Fortune 
and Troy Bonvie. 
Missing from the photo 
is Anne MacCarthy.   






